Workshop Descriptions

Thursday, 1 pm in Swink Hall
A short symposium on the music business

Marketing your act


Getting Gigs


Touring


Keeping healthy


Keeping Up with Technology


Exploring New Audiences


Copyrights/Royalties


Time to share ideas

Friday
Instruments

Fiddle
Fiddle for the Absolute Beginner of Any Age – Kathy & Lily Hall, CO

A mother/daughter duo who have been through four Suzuki violin teachers will help beginner fiddlers in a simple, non-threatening way.
Gospel Swing Fiddle for Interm & Advanced Players– Will Thomasson, TX
Will is the nephew of the great Texas fiddler Benny Thomasson. Will said he spent Sunday afternoons at Benny’s house jamming and learning to play. When Ifirst heard his band “Good News”, I thought – this is gospel swing! We’ve never had this style before. I didn’t realize Will was Benny’s nephew but it makes sense – and makes for some wonderful gospel music. 
Guitar

Guitar for Youth – Courtney Foley, NM
Courtney loves to work with  younger children but she enjoys teens, too.  If you are a beginner to intermediate, join her.
Advanced Bluegrass Guitar Backup – with Greg Blake, CO 
The award-winning Flat Pickin’ Preacher, formerly with the Bluegrass Missourians for many years, now with Mountain Holler. This is for intermediate & advanced pickers.
Banjo

Beginning Banjo – Peter Gaskill, OK

Peter is a skilled banjo player who isn’t too old to remember when he started! He’ll help you beginners get off to a good start on the bluegrass banjo.

Inter/Advanced Banjo – Albert Brouillette, CO

Albert keeps his family band together with his strong picking. He’ll give tips on how to become a better banjo player.

Stephen Knotts, NC, will float between the levels and help out where he is needed. 

Mandolin
Mandolin – James Gaskill, OK

James will help mandolin players with their techniques playing bluegrass breaks and backup.
Mountain Dulcimer

Mountain Dulcimer for Absolute Beginners – Suzie Solomon
If you have never played anything in your life, Suzie will have you playing songs before you leave. This is the easiest instrument to pick up and play immediately. She has dulcimers for you to use.

Dobro
Dobro – Thomas Brouillette, CO & Timothy Gaskill, OK

These two young men are doing an outstanding job on their instruments and will share some tips with you about how to play the dobro.

Bass
Bass – Michael Rudolph, WA & Timothy Brouillette, CO, Josh Knotts, NC
They will give you help learning to play the standup bass. All levels are welcome.

Other Music Related Workshops
The Proper Care and Feeding of Stringed Instruments – Mark Hall, CO

How a good set-up can make any fiddle, mandolin or guitar, sound better and easier to play.
Mark Hall will share his insights on how to set up a fiddle or mandolin to get the best playability and sound quality.  Also, what to be aware of when considering purchasing a stringed instrument:   Size, neck angles, neck-body proportions, weight, string length, peg holes, cracks, thickness of varnish and the height of nut, bridge and frets.
Singing on Pitch – Cheryl Costello, CO
This workshop is for children through adults, with the first part specifically for children, which should be good for Sunday School teachers, homeschool moms, or anyone who ministers to children, etc.  Then I'll give tips for older kids through adults.  
So – You Want to Enter a Contest! - Josh Bailey, Sam Wachtler and Bart Wachtler from TX & CO
These amazing young men are winners and contestants of the prestigious Walnut Valley festival in Winfield, KS. They’ll give you hints about entering instrument contests.
Harmony Singing with The Full Quiver (The Grubb Family) – TX
This family has some of the most beautiful harmonies you’ll hear at the festival. They’re share with you how to sing in harmony.

Vocal Workshop - Mary Grace Knotts, NC 
A voice major with a beautiful voice, she will give you tips on sounding your best when you sing. 
Songwriting – The Knotts Family, NC

This family has written some great new material you’ll hear this year. If you are a songwriter or would like to be, join them for a discussion on songwriting.

Slow Jam – Suzie Solomon 
Will lead beginners in a jam at their own pace – slow! They will play one and two chord songs and end up with some well known 3 chord gospel songs. Even if you have never jammed before, feel free to join us. This is a no pressure jam.

4 Chords and a Capo – Suzie Solomon

This is all you need to play most traditional gospel songs in any key! G, C, D, A 

Saturday
at the New Pavilion. We will have a sign on it reserving it for the workshops. In case of bad weather, the workshops will be cancelled.
11:00 - Beginning and Intermediate Guitar – George Hoherd

11:30 - Song Circle with Jim Young – original songs only
12:30 - Advanced Guitar - Greg Blake
1:00 - Mandolin - Emily Wilson 
3:00 - Fiddle - Jay Genender 
3:30 - Banjo – Warren Kennison 
