Friday Workshops


‘Slow’ Jam with Suzie Solomon.  If you can play 2 chords you can play the tunes in this jam. Words and chords will be provided. 

4 Chords and a Capo with Suzie Solomon. This is all you need to play most traditional songs in any key!   G, C, D, A 

Sing 2 Old Time Gospel Songs in 4 Part Harmony – We’ll sing “In the Sweet By and By” and “When We All Get to Heaven”. If you don’t know what part you sing, come anyway, and we’ll help you find your range – soprano, alto, tenor, bass. Reading music is not necessary but the music will be provided. Capo workshop participants are encouraged to play along. We will play one in open G and one in C, using a capo on the 5th fret.

Harmony with the women from Full Quiver – Learn to identify the pitches and rhythms to listen for when singing with a group. 

Mountain Dulcimer with Donna S-Scheer - Beginner dulcimer workshop is for those curious about the instrument or want to start playing. Donna will present a brief history, go over the basics of playing, easy tunes to play such as "Skip to My Lou" and " Boil ‘em Cabbage Down", and answer questions. "

Int/Adv Guitar – Scott Prowell – Scott says, “In this workshop, we will explore add-ons to open chords to add flavor to your rhythm and will also expand your soloing by going OUTSIDE of the melody”. Scott was the lead of Spontaneous Combustion, a hugely popular KS band, for 21 years. He is a phenomenal picker on many instruments. 

Banjo with Jeff Bost –This workshop will focus on perfecting your timing. This could be good for pickers at many levels. Jeff says, “I will teach some useful etudes/licks to play with a metronome”. 

Fiddle for the Absolute Beginner of Any Age with Kathy & Lily Hall - A mother/daughter duo who have been through four Suzuki violin teachers will help beginner fiddlers in a simple, non-threatening way.

Int/Adv Fiddle with Buddy & Tina Wright – This will be the first appearance of these veteran performers at our festival. This brother and sister have been playing all styles of fiddle and violin music for years and are eager to share their knowledge.

The Proper Care and Feeding of Stringed Instruments with Mark Hall -
How a good set-up can make any fiddle, mandolin or guitar, sound better and easier to play. Mark Hall will share his insights on how to set up a fiddle or mandolin to get the best playability and sound quality.  Also, what to be aware of when considering purchasing a stringed instrument:  Size, neck angles, neck-body proportions, weight, string length, peg holes, cracks, thickness of varnish and the height of nut, bridge and frets.

Symposium on the Music Business. Come share your thoughts and ideas about Marketing your act, Getting Gigs, Touring, Keeping healthy, Keeping Up with Technology, Exploring New Audiences, Copyrights/Royalties, using a sound system (what to buy, what is needed for different venues, etc).

Stage Presence with Barry McDonald – Barry will share information on how to present yourself to an audience to create the kind of reception you desire. He says, “I have given this workshop for several years for the Colorado Country Music Association.  I would highly recommend young people and others who are new to the stage attend this.  Also, seasoned performers are welcome to share their experiences with others”. 

Mandolin with Jonathan Estep – “The Ins and Outs of Bluegrass Music” -demonstrating and teaching kick-offs, endings, and fills on the mandolin. 



At 4 pm we will have a special presentation for all ages:

Music with the Costello Family - Little House on the Bluegrass Prairie
Join the Costello family of Amber Waves on a tour through a bluegrass band. See and hear how each instrument fits into the group and join them as they play instrument "breaks".  Sing, clap, and stomp along with some of the music from the days of Laura Ingalls, when family, friends, and community were the primary influences of music in the lives of children.
----------------------------------------
We can add a bass workshop on request. Let us know if you want one.



New This Year!

Fiddle Tune Frolic 

All instruments are welcome to play the tunes.
 We’ll do the Top 10 (Suzie’s compilation)
 "D Tunes" - Angeline the Baker, St. Anne's Reel, Arkansas Traveler, Soldier's Joy, Whiskey Before Breakfast
"A" Tunes - Old Joe Clark, Red-Haired Boy, Bile 'Em Cabbage, Cripple Creek
"G" Tune - Blackberry Blossom
Of course there are 1000s of others but we can't get to them all. We'll play them slowly, then as fast as we can go. If we play all of these we'll go to Salt Creek - A, Cherokee Shuffle - A, Mississippi Sawyer - D










Workshop Locations 

Whittemore

10 – noon		Care & Feeding of Stringed Instruments 
noon – 1 pm 	Harmony
1 – 2 pm		Mandolin
2 – 3 pm		Music Business Symposium
4 pm			Little House on the Bluegrass Prairie
5 pm			Music Contest


Swink Hall

10 – 11 am		Fiddle for the Absolute Beginner
11 – noon		Int/Adv Fiddling
Noon – 1 pm	Int/Adv Guitar
1 – 2 pm		Banjo
2 – 3 pm		Mountain Dulcimer
3 – 4 pm		Stage Presence


Pavilion

10:00 – 10:30	4 Chords & a Capo
10:30 -11:15	‘Slow’ Beginner Jam
11:15 – noon	Singing 4 part harmony on 2 old gospel songs
			Slow Jammers are welcome to stay and back us up. We’ll 
			sing one in G and one in C. We’ll capo 5 frets and play in 	
			G to get capo experience
3 – 4 pm		Fiddle Tune Frolic 
